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Tu HE, Church-Wardens are Quins by 
Ecclefiaftical Authority, and ſworn al- 
Toto this very {ory to INFORM of the Vi- 
ces of their Pariſh, that Scandals may bere- 
mov'd, and Immoralities and Ireligion pu- 


niſn d by the Cenſures of the Church. Your 


Oath is, that You ſhall well and tru- 


*I execute the Office of a Church. War- 
&« den in the Parifh of for the 

< enſuing Year, and to the beſt of your 
Skill and Knowledge, PRESENT ſuch 
* Perſons and Things as are preſentable 
« by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Realm. 
And that you may know what Perſons and 
Things are preſentable by the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, you have often, I ſuppoſe, deli- 
verd to you, when e ſworn, a Book 
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of Articles, containing the Particulars of 

what the Church expects you ſhould pre- 
ſent upon that Oath you have taken. I 

hall nevertheleſs ſhew you from the Ca- 
nons, (which are the Ecclefiaſtical Laws 

of England) and from the Statutes, the 
Power and Obligation of your Office (and 

© conſequently the ſpecial Matters you are 
ſworn to inform of) with Reſpe& to Vice, 
Prophaneneſs, gd Immorality. 
3 Fac.r.c, The Statute of King Fames the Iſt. ob- 
4+$-45556- Iiges the Church-Wardens (as well as Con- 
| ſtables) to preſent once a Year, at the 
Quarter-Seſſion of the Peace, all Monthly 
Abſenters from Church; lay ing the ſame 
Penalty upon them of twenty Shillings, if 
they neglect, and allowing the. ſame Re- 

ward of forty Shillings, if they diſcharge 

tf, ñ 

cm. 9 The goth Canon enjoins Church- Mar- 
daens, and their Aſſiſtants, diligently to ſee © 
that all their Pariſhoners duly reſort to 
+ Church on Sundays, and there continue 
the whole Time of divine Service. All 
that neglect to come, (having no great or 
urgent Cauſe of Abſence ) are firſt to be 
admoniſh'd by you, and then, if they re- 
form not, you are to preſent them. Upon 
this Article, obſerve, (1.). That a Perſon's 
being abſent from his Pariſh-Church, (ex- 
cept he be known to be of ill Health, or 


\ | | gone - 
4 | 5 | | 
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gone a Journey, or to be a profeſs d pro- 3 
teſtant Diſſenter) is Ground ſufficient fer 
you to preſent him; it lies upon þim to 9 
prove that he attended divine Service that 
Day at any other Church. The Act of 
2 has exempted Diſenters, and 
it would be vexatious and illegal to preſent 
them: But that Law was never defign'd 
to favour Acheiſts, or ſuch as pretending to 
be of the Church of England, frequent no 
poublick Service at all. {2.) That you are 
not only to preſent Perſons that do not come 
to Church, but alſo ſuch as. behave them- _ 
ſelves irreverently and indecently there; ei- 25 2 
ther walking about, talking, or making a- 
ny other Diſturbance, or not continuing in 
the-Church till divine Service and Sermon „% !, 
be fully ended. (3.) That the Statute-Lam, 2 FR 7h 25 l 
as well as the Canon, obliges all, not only © & {| 
to reſort to Church every Sunday, but to a- » 
hide there orderly and ſoberly the whole Time | 
of Service and Sermon, and for any of theſe », pri. 
Offences above-mention d, the Offender may auf. q,s. | 
have the Penalty of twelve Pence (accord- 42 
ing to the Statute of Queen Elig.) ſerv'd 
on him, or be preſented at the Viſitation, to 
be puniſh d by the Cenſures of the Church, 
(a) That for being wholly abſent from 
Church (without reaſonable Excuſe) on 
any Lord's-day, any one Juſtice out of Sell 
on, by another Statute, has Power to levy e. 237 2 
A 3 -_ - 
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chat Penalty. (5.) That all ſuch Perſons 
may bedealt with the ſame Way, and are 
liable to the ſame Penalty, who (accord- 
ing to the ſcandalous Cuſfom of too many) 
deſpiſe the publick Service, loiter away 
their Time in the Church-Yard, in the 
Fields, or in an Ale-houſe perhaps till the 
greateſt part of 1t be over, and then come 
into the Church; for, by the Statute laſt 
_ referr'd, they are bound not only to reſort 
every Sunday to ſome Church, but are there 
te hear divine Service, or elle they forfeit 
as above. 
By Canon 112. the Miniſter, Church 
IV ardens, and Aſliſtants, ſhall yearly, with- 
in forty Days after Eaſter, exhibit to the 
Biſhop or his Chancellor, the Names of 
all above the Age of ſixteen Years within 
their Pariſh, that did not receive the Com- 


munion. 

. By the Sratures. Churth-Wardens and 
5. F. J. Side-men, (as well as Conſtables) are ex- 
5 5 preſly to be charg'd in the Oath of their 


5 Office to preſent Offences of Drunkenneſs, 
Tippling, and publick Houſes ſuffering Per- 
Jon to ripple in them. 

But the Canon has very much enlargd 
cn 109, your Obligation, and bound you to inform 
| of al Manner of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and 

Debauchery ; * Requiring you FAITH- 

« FULLY to * ALL and EVERT 


— e the 


* 


l 2 -W, | \ 
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+ the Offenders in Adultery, boredom, 


* Inceſt, Wee prophane Swearing, 
or any other Uncleanneſs and Wickedneſs 

, Life, that they and every of them 
 * may be puniſhd by the Severity of the 


e Laws, according to their Deſerts. Here 


vou ſee the Eccleſiaſt ical Laws of the King- 
dom have made it Part of your Qfice (to 
which you are ſolemnly ſworn) to inform 
not only of Nrunkenneſs and Le; (as 


* 


the Statutes alſo bind you) but of all Sorts 
of 'Lewdneſs and Debauchery, prophane 
Swearing, and whatever elſe 1s contrary to 
Chriſtian Piety and good Morals in your 
Pariſh ; ſo. that if you know any of your 
Pariſhioners (be his Quality or Cifcumſtan- 
ces what they will) that is guilty of theſe, 


or any of theſe, you are oblig'd to preſent 


him at the next Viſitation, er you are guil- 
ty your ſelves of PERJURY ; and by the 
117th Canon, if none wittingly and wil- 
Jingly. omit to preſent him, you are to be pro- 


ceeded againſt in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 


as for wilful PERFURT, and by the 26th 
Canon, to be debarr d the COMMUNION. 
This laſt expreſſes ſuch an Abhorrence of a 
Church-Warden's Neglect in theſe Matters, 
that it forbids the Miniſter in any wiſe to 


admit you to that Sacrament, who, (to 


give ir Jou in the Words of the Canon its 


ſelf) having taken your OATHS to preſent 
WL A4 4 
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Can. 26. 


mee, 
all ſuch publick Offences as you are particu- 
larly cqarg d to enquire of in your ſeveral 


| Pariſhes, ſhall (notwithſtanding your ſaid 
. OATHS, and that your faithful diſcharging 
O them is the chief Means whereby: pu 2 


Sins and Offences may be reform'd and pu- 
. niſhd) wittingly and willmgly, DESPE. 
RATELY and IRRELIGIOUSLY incur the 
| HORRID Crime of PERFURY, either in 
neg lecting or refuſing to preſent, &. 
Nap, farther, your Oath obl iges you not 
only to inform of what you can preſent of 
your own Knowledge in thoſe Matters, but 
| Can. 115. alſo upon common Fame, if a Perſon be cre- 
& 117. dibly and generally reported in the Neigh- 
Jock 5 e bourhood to be a Swearer, a Drunkard, an 
Aladulterer, a Fornicater, or any other way 
immoral or prophane, you are bound to pre- 
ſent him, and thereby oblige him to clear 
Himſelf if he can. If any well diſpos'd 
Can. 116. Perſon advertiſe and give you Notice of any 
ſuch Offender, and urge to prefent him, 
you are bound to have a Regard thereto, 
and to do it upon ſuch Information and Ad- 
vice: And if you wilfully neglect in ei- 
ther of theſe Caſes, you are to be debarr d 
| Can. 26. the Communion, and proſecuted. as before 
| 1 for Per jury. „% 
2. By this Time I hope you are well ſatiſ- 
8 fy'd both of the Extent of your Oath in 
Preſentments of Vice and — 
ane 
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and chat you are ſeverely. puniſhable if y you 


neglect them: Lou are to be driven away 
with Diſgrace from the holy Table of the 
Lord, rejected as the moſt notorious Cri- 


minaks, and proſecuted as perjur'd Wretches, 


And very good Reaſon there is for this Se- 
verity ; for if you make nothing of break- 
ing thro' a ſolemn OATH, you are pre- 
ſum' d to make as little of a Sacramental 
VOW; and if, by not duly preſenting Of- 

fenders, you encourage them (as certainly 
you do) in their Wickedneſs, you ſhare 


- the Guilt of all their Crimes, and are juſt- *- 


- Iy chargeable before God and the World 
” with the Scandal of them. 
But that you may not complain of the 


Diffculiy or Charge of making ſuch Preſent- Can. r36, 


ments, the Canon, (tho it gives you Liber-" 
ty to make them to the ſpiritual Courts as 
often as you will) does not Bind you ta 
make them oftener than twice a Lear, (ex- 


eept in that of the Biſbop's:Vititation x ©) for 


which Preſentments, the Regiſter of any 
Court where they are to be exhibited, ſhall - 


not receive in one Year above Four Pexes; 
and for voluntary Preſentments made out f 


Viſitation-Times, no Fee at all; if he does, 


he ſhall upon Complaint be ſuſpended from 
his Office for a Month __ ws ſuch Ex- 


J will 


tortion, OT 
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II will only add, that in ſeveral Caſes of 

Immorality and Prophaneneſs, you are e- 
qually concern d with the Conſtable, to 
| _ execute Warrants, and to puniſh Offenders. 
BS 47 „As (I.) In levying the Penalty of ten 
Shilling: upon Iun-keepers and Ale-houſe- 
Keepers, ſuffering Perſons to tipple in their 
2.) in levying the Penalty of three 
» - 7 Shillings and ee for Sons and Pa- 
ſtimes on the Lord's-day ; that of twenty 
_ 1008 _—_ upon Carriers, Waggoners, Dro- 
56. 1. vers, Oc. travelling; and fix Shillings 
and eight Pence upon Butchers, killing or 
ſelling Meat upon that Day ; and of five 

29 Car. 2, Millings upon ſuch as prophane it by the 
£7. *- Exerciſe of their Trades, or other world- 
ly Labour thereupon.  _ i 

21 Fac. 1. (3.) In levying the Penalty upon pro- 
7 % V Phane Swearing and Curſing. 
3. c. 11. (.) Yau are the only Officers nomina- 
| x Elie. c. ted by the Statutes, to levy the Penalty of 
. twelue Pence upon ſuch as abſent from 
+ 5.27. Church, or behave themſelves diſorderly 
there. And, | Of 53 TA, 
4 Je. I. c. (J.) Tho you are not oblig'd to levy 
+5. 2,4. the ſive Shillings for Drunkenneſs, and the 
three Shillings and four Pence for Tip- 
pling, yet the Money is to be paid into 


Conſtable, for the Uſe of the Poor. 
OW — -w* 


your Hands by the Offender, or .by the 


| Church-Wardens. 


- Your Duty is the ſame with that of 
1 the Conftables, concerning the Execu- 
tion of Warrants, and diſpoſi g of the Mo- 
ney levy'd thereby for you cannot but 
acknowledge, that where theſe Things are 
made by Law a Part of your Office as well 
as tbeir s, your Oath (which is well and 


truly to execute your Office) obliges you to 
the ſame Care and Integrity as they are 
bound to⸗ 


And now, Si, having fully and 


: fairly repreſented to you, from the Nature 


of your ſeveral Truſts or Offices, from the 
ſolemn Oaths you take to acquit your 


ſelves faithfully'in them, and from the 
Laws of the Kingdom, which expreſly re- 
quire it from you, that you ought to in- 
form of ſuch as are vicious, immoral, and 
prophane, and bring them to their deſervd 
Puniſhment; give me leave in two or three 


Words to addreſs my felf to 70 1 all roger 


ther. 


a great deal of pious Care for the Suppreſ- 
fion of Vice. We have very good Laws 
to puniſh it, and a ſettl d reſiding Magi- 
ftracy 4 in all Counties, Cities, and Corpo- 
ration- Towns, to put them in Execution ; 


we have Courts Eccleſiaſtical frequently 


Held, where Offenders may and ought to 
be proſecuted by the Diſcipline of the 


Church; 


The Conftitution of England has taken 
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Church; we have Temporal Courts of Ju- 


ſtice alſo held in every County five or ſix 


times in the Year, (the Aſſiges and Quar- 


ter- Seſſions) as well to puniſh the Prophane 
and Vicious, as to right the Injur d. And 
becauſe all this will be to litt fe or no Pur- 
poſe, without Informations given, there are 
Conſtables and Church-Wardens (two or 
three Men in every Pariſh) appointed by 
Law, and ſworn to this very Service, con- 


tant ly to inſpect the Morals, and obſerve 


the Converſation of the Neighbourhood, 


and to make a juſt Report, upon their Oaths, 


of all Offenders within their Diſtrict, that 
they may be brought to due Correction. 


But beſide theſe Pariſn- Officers, who are a 
ſtanding Watch upon Immorality, there is 


alſo at every Aſſize and Quarter-Seſſion a 


Grand Fury ſworn, conſiſting of twelve 
ſubſtantial Free-holders at leaſt, to make 


the like Preſentments, and amongſt other 


Things, to preſent ſuch Conſtables as have 


been: negligent in their Duty, Were all 
theſe SWORN INFORMERS as careful 
and diligent in keeping their Oaths as they 
ought to be, a general Reformation of Man- 
ners would be no tedious or difficult Taſk, 


and private Perſons would either not need 
to inform, or would be more generally 
thank'd and applauded (as they ought to 


be) when they do. But the curſed PER- 
1 rs e 


C 


Church Wardens: 


JURY of many, that have that 1 
Truſt and Oath upon them, renders other 
voluntary Informers abſolutely neceſſary to. 
the Suppreſſion of Vice, and yet makes in- 
forming ſo ſtrange and unuſual a Thing, 


that it is look d upon (tho undeſervedly) 


with Indignation and Contempt; while 


Wickedneſs triumphs in the Negligence and 


Perjury of thoſe that ſhould ſuppreſs it. 


Tho Perjury be a borrid Sin, yet horrid 


as it 1s, tis one of the moſt prevailing Sins 
in England. How many thouſand Perſons 
have we every Year forſworn in Pariſh-Of- 
your and Seſſion-Juries! I mean, as to 

oſe Particulars which J have been pro- 


ving to be their Duty towards the Puniſh- 
ment of Vice. The moſt of them, I'm a- 


fraid, do look upon their Oaths as Things 
of Courſe, and little to be regarded, if we 


may judge by their After- practice; for tis 
_ the moſt-of them do not at as if 


hey thought themſelves under any Obli- 
gation from them. But, Gentlemen, can 


there be any Thing in the World more ſa- 


cred than an OATH? Is it not a ſolemn 
Appeal to GOD for your Frei in what 


you promiſe? And is not that Appeal an 


Acknowledgment that he will puniſh Falſe- 
hood? Nay, farther, -is it not a calling 


down the Curſe and Vengeance of Goc up- 25 


on RI ſelves if Jen be falle! 2 Do. Jou not, 
wg 1 "i 
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peals to | 
geance upon wilful Perjury. The Scrip- 
tutes, which have made it a Sin 70 bear 
. Falſe Witneſs, have made it the very ſame _ 
Nun. 30. to Break a promiſſory Oath. If a Man ſwear 
an Oath to bind his Soul with a Bond, he 


Inſtructions to | 


by laying your Hand upon the Golpels, 


declare in Effect, that you hope for no Sal- 
vation by Chriſt if you perform nor, to the 


beſt of your Power, what you then pro- 


miſe 2 And do not the Words, So help you 
GOD, ſufficiently prove, that the Inten- 
tion of 'your Oath is ſoz and that you 
are to expect no Mercy or Favour from 
God, either in this World or the next, if 
you do not anſwer the Truſt which is then 
and there committed to you, with an 
active, faithful Diligence? And do you 
not perſonally and exprefly give your Con- 


ſent to this heavy Curſe, by ki//ing rhe 


Book 2 How then dare any of you venture 
to play with ſuch an awful Engagement? 


Is it that you think the Oath of a Pariſb- 


Officer, or a Grand Fury-Man, is not as 


ſacred and as binding as that of an Evi- 


dence at the Bar? What is it can make the 


Difference? The one appeals to God for 
his Sincerity and Fidelity in performing 
what he promiſes; the other for the Truth 
of what he is going to atteſt by way of E- 


vidence ; bit both of them are equally Ap- 
Sh and Imprecations of his Ven- 


foall 


ChurchWardens. 


 ſball not break bis Mord, be ſhall do de. 


cording to all that proceedeth out of bis 
Momh ; that is, he ſhall exactly perform 
whatever he has engag'd to do. If you 


give in a falſe. Evidence, you are unjuſt to 


your Neighbour : But if you are perjur'd in 
Tow Ofice, you are unjuſt t GOD, be- 


cauſe tis for his Glory that you are to ſee 


that Vice be puniſh'd and ſuppreſs d; you 
are injurious to your Neighbour too, by 
not doing, what you might have done to- 
wards reclaiming him by a ſeafonable Cor- 
re&ion,. and promoting his eternal Happi- 


neſs by Reformation; and you are treache- 
rous to your Magiſtrates, and to your 
Country, who depend upon you to bring the 


Diſorders of ill Men to Pumftiment. 


Whatever you may think, it is a certain 
Truth, that whicever of you ſhall dare to 
negled& or falſify your Truſt, with Re- 
ſpe& to what you have ſworn, and what 


your Country thereupon very juſtly ex- 
pets from you, muſt be neceffarily ſup- 
pos d either 7o believe no GOD, or not to 
believe that be concerns bimſelf in the A. 
fairs of the World, or boldly and impu- 
dently zo DEFT his Vengeance; for if you 


either believ'd a God, or that he takes az. 


ny Notice of what you ſay and do, or if 


— 


you had any Fear of him, or Fn Reve- 


eto e- 


rence for him, you could not hope 
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PS, 
ToftruBions 3 70, c: 
deaf e unpuñiſo 4, hen you have ſo foleninly 
and 3 calld upon him to reuenge your 
— Negligence and Per jury upon you as by your 
Oath its ſelf you do. Remember that ter- 
rible Declaration he has added to the third 
Commandment, — The Lord will not hola 
bim guiltleſo { (that i is, he will certainly and 
ſeverely punith- him): that taketh' his Name 


L. 3.5. in vain. I will come. near to you in Fudg- 


ment, ſays he in another Place, and Twill 
be; a ſwift Witneſs againſt the Sorcerers, 
and a gainſt the Adulterers, and. againſt the 
FALSE. SWEARERS, &c. If you will 
not be Witneſſes (as you ought to be) a- 
gainſt Vice, he. will. be a Witnefs againſt. - 
you, that you had taken a moſt. ſacred 
Garn to that Purpoſe; but took no Care 
to perform it. His Curſe (as he elſwhere 
threatens) ſhall enter into the Houſe of bim 
that SWEARETH-..FALSLY by his Name, 
and it ſpall: remain in the Midſti of bis 
Toufe, and ſhall conſume. it with the Tim- 
ber thereof, and the Stones thereof. \. Tem- 
aral. Judgments may, but HELL and 
EVERLASTING VENGEANCE. will 
"ered: overtake; the Perjur d, if theß 
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